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If the "water supply of a city is cut off or its walls are
dilapidated, or if needy wayfarers come to it, there is no
obligation for the people of the city to restore the supply
of the water or build the walls or to aid the wayfarers so
long as there are available funds in the treasury. This
would also apply if their mosques and worshiping places
(masjid) were dilapidated. If, however, there are no
available funds in the treasury, then the obligation of doing
the above rests upon all the people of means (dhu Jl-mik-
naJi) in general though upon no one of them in particular.

Should the people of means undertake these tasks, the
public inspector's right to order them lapses, and the former
are not required to obtain permission for aiding the way-
farers or rebuilding what has been already demolished.
However if they want to demolish what is dilapidated in
order to rebuild it, they are not given the above prerogatives
if, for instance, the matter concerns the walls of the mosque
of all the inhabitants of a city. They must then obtain the
permission of the authorities (wall al-amr), not of the
public inspector; furthermore, they have to offer beforehand
guarantee that they will build it. It is not, however, neces-
sary to obtain the permission of the authorities as regards
worshiping places of tribes and clans which are not used by
many people (flnm khassa). It is the duty of the public
inspector to require the people who demolished a building
to build it up, but he may not force them to complete build-
ings begun by them for the first time.

When the persons of means desist from building and
repairing the dilapidated buildings, if residence in the city
is still possible, or if the water supply, although scanty, is

(nds) of the Moslem state, whether Moslems or dhimmis. Of course,
when the contribution is levied on the dhimwis it is a secular impost
and the general remarks made concerning religious taxes do ndt apply
to it.